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PURPOSE Prairie State Bank & Trust is committed to giving back

within the communities we serve. Our hope is to aid in the

betterment and continued education for those students in

our footprint who have worked hard to achieve their

academic goals and might be struggling to finance their

education. 

Our scholarship program has been established to help

those students pursing a degree in accounting, business,

finance or related field in hopes that we can continue to

bring them back to the workforce as strong, educated and

diverse individuals. 

Our future is within our communities and the purpose of

this scholarship is to continue to advance that. 

WHO WE ARE Prairie State Bank & Trust is a community bank with over

$800 million in total assets, 170 employees and 18 bank

locations throughout central Illinois.

Prairie State Bank & Trust offers competitive bank products

and services to a variety of customers including individuals,

small businesses, farms and units of government. Due to our

location in central Illinois, agriculture loans and farm

customers make up a large portion of our business base.

Lending, crop insurance and bank training add to the

services typically expected of a community bank.

We intend to differentiate ourselves through exceptional

service, innovative ideas and giving back to the

communities we serve.

assist  in creating the future

leaders of our communities

Our Focus
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Must have a permanent address in one of the fol lowing count ies in I l l inois :

Champaign,  Coles ,  Ful ton,  Macon,  Macoupin,  McLean,  Montgomery,

Morgan,  P ike or  Sangamon

Must be a high school  graduate or  scheduled to graduate pr ior  to the

2022-2023 academic year.

Must be pursuing a degree in account ing,  business ,  f inance or  re lated f ie ld

Must have a minimum cumulat ive GPA of 3.0 on a 4 point  scale or  the

equivalent of  a “B” average.

Must have successful ly  completed two courses offered as a community

serv ice by Prai r ie State Bank & Trust .  These are t i t led Financial  L i teracy and

Funding Your Future.  L inks to these courses can be obtained by contact ing

scholarship@psbank.net.

Immediate fami ly  members of  current Prai r ie State Bank & Trust  or  American

Central  Bancorporat ion employees are not e l ig ible for  th is  scholarship.

El ig ible candidates must meet the basic requirements and complete the

scholarship appl icat ion in i ts  ent i rety.  Addit ional  information may be attached.

In order to be el ig ible for  th is  scholarship,  a student

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION PACKET
2022-2023 School  Year Scholarships

Saturday,  Apr i l  30th,  2022 by 1 1 :59 PM Central

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED: 
Up to 10-$1 ,000 Scholarships Awarded on May 6th,  2022

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:
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2022-2023 School  Year Scholarships

SELECTION PROCESS:

A maximum of ten ( 10)  students wi l l  be selected to receive scholarships of

$1000 each year.  This  educat ion st ipend is  to be ut i l ized towards educat ional

expenses including tu i t ion,  fees,  books or  campus housing.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION PACKET

A completed Prai r ie State Bank & Trust  Scholarship Appl icat ion.  P lease type

or c lear ly  pr int  your responses.  The appl icat ion must be completed in i ts

ent i rety and submitted as above no later  than Apr i l  30th,  2022.

Appl icat ion includes a wr i t ing sample of no more than 500 words in

response to one of the prompts provided in the appl icat ion.

Appl icat ion includes a v ideo introduct ion of yourself  including why you are

interested in a scholarship with PSB&T,  why you are deserv ing of the

scholarship and how you wi l l  use your educat ion to benef i t  your community .

L imited to a 2 minute v ideo.

A current off ic ia l  t ranscr ipt  provided by your h igh school .  A student copy or

unoff ic ia l  t ranscr ipt  wi l l  NOT be accepted.

A copy of your FAFSA/Student Aid Report  including answers to al l

quest ions.  Copy of the cover page stat ing the EFC or expected fami ly

contr ibut ion is  required.

Two letters  of  recommendation,  forms are avai lable with the appl icat ion

packet.  One should be an academic reference descr ibing your academic

achievements.  The second should be wr i t ten by a non-relat ive who can

descr ibe your extracurr icular  act iv i t ies which may include school  act iv i t ies ,

volunteer or  community  serv ice or  profess ional  performance. This  may be

submitted by a coach,  church advisor ,  volunteer coordinator ,  employer or

teacher.

Appl icat ions are avai lable on our website,  www.psbank.net ,  under the “About

Us” tab.  P lease submit  your appl icat ion packet ei ther e lectronical ly  to

scholarship@psbank.net or  by mai l  to Scholarship,  Prai r ie State Bank & Trust ,

1361  Toronto Road,  Spr ingf ie ld,  IL  62712

The Appl icat ion Packet must include:

APPLICATION PROCESS:
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2022-2023 School  Year Scholarships

Al l  students who have demonstrated leadership with in their  academic and/or

community  act iv i t ies are encouraged to apply.  You must res ide (permanent

address)  with in the geographic area served by Prai r ie State Bank & Trust  as

previous ly  def ined.  PSB&T has establ ished th is  scholarship program to ass ist

students f rom underrepresented populat ions and those who demonstrate

f inancial  need attend col lege.

Successful  candidates wi l l  be required to submit  ev idence of fu l l-t ime

enrol lment at  an accredited col lege or  univers i ty ,  including community  col lege,

at the t ime the award is  made. This  scholarship is  automatical ly  terminated

should the student fai l  to enrol l  as a fu l l-t ime col lege student in the award

year.

SELECTION PROCESS CONTINUED: 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

I f  you have quest ions about the scholarship appl icat ion form or process ,  p lease

contact us at  1-800-597-2977 or  by emai l  at  scholarship@psbank.net.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION PACKET

DOCUMENTS INCLUDED IN THIS PACKET:
Appl icat ion

Letter  of  Recommendation Forms

RENEWAL OPTION: 

Continued fu l l-t ime enrol lment at  a 2 or  4 year accredited inst i tut ion
Cont inued declarat ion of an account ing,  business ,  f inance or  re lated degree
Cumulat ive col lege GPA of 3.0 or  better

Cont inued legal  res idence in one of the ten count ies served by PSB&T

Successful  appl icants who have been awarded a scholarship may be el ig ible for
annual  renewal based upon a request  by the student and a rev iew by the PSB&T
scholarship committee.  The fol lowing condit ions must be met in order to be
el igible but do not guarantee renewal.  Fai lure to meet these cr i ter ia wi l l
d isqual i fy  a student f rom considerat ion for  renewal.  Renewal is  not automatic
and must be requested in wr i t ing by the student.
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APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name: 

Date of birth: Phone:  Email:  

Permanent address: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

Ethnicity 

(Optional): 

      American Indian               Asian                       Black                               

      Hispanic                          White                      2 or more races                                    
      Unknown                         Other 

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION 

Name of High School: 

High School Address: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

Cumulative GPA:  Expected Graduation Date: 

Honors and Awards (include dates received):  

  

  

  

  

School Athletics, Clubs, Organizations (include number of years involved and any office or leadership role 
held):  
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Community Involvement & Activities Outside of School:  

 

 

 

Names of Colleges/Universities Applied to; indicate if accepted  & attending:  

  

  

Degree or Major:  

EMPLOYMENT 
INCLUDE PART-TIME AND SUMMER EMPLOYMENT BEGINNING WITH THE CURRENT OR MOST RECENT 

Employer: Supervisor: 

Telephone #:  Dates Employed:  

Responsibilities:  

Employer: Supervisor: 

Telephone #:  Dates Employed:  

Responsibilities:  

Employer: Supervisor: 

Telephone #:  Dates Employed:  
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Responsibilities: 

Employer: Supervisor: 

Telephone #: Dates Employed: 

Responsibilities: 

Do you plan to work while attending school?  Yes  No 

ESSAY PROMPTS 

Please select one essay prompt and submit a maximum of 500 words in response. 

 Explain how your planned degree will be beneficial in positively impacting our community.

 Describe how you will use your education to reduce poverty in our community.

 Explain how you will be funding your college education and the impact the receipt of this scholarship

could have on your plan.

 State your plans for starting your college career including how and why you have chosen your field of

study.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

Please provide the names of the two individuals who will be submitting letters  of recommendation on your 
behalf: 



 
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CERTIFICATION AND RELEASE AUTHORIZATION 

I certify that the information I have provided is accurate, complete and true. I authorize release of this 
information to Prairie State Bank & Trust (PSB&T) for the purposes of confirming this application. I give 

permission to the PSB&T Scholarship Committee to copy my application packet for purposes of evaluation and 
consideration for scholarship award. If I am selected to receive a scholarship, I authorize PSB&T to use my 

name and likeness in any and all marketing, public relations or  publicity activities to promote the PSB&T 

Scholarship Program. 

Applicant’s Signature: Date: 

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date: 

Return completed application, letters of recommendation, essay, transcript, and copy of 
FAFSA/Student aid report to:  

Prairie State Bank & Trust 
c/o Scholarship Committee 
1361 Toronto Road 
Springfield, IL 62712 

Or email full submission packet with signatures to scholarship@psbank.net. 

Electronic submission of video introduction can be sent to scholarship@psbank.net. Please ensure 
you are clearly identifying your name and address within the email body in order to ensure it is 
placed with completed application.  

mailto:scholarship@psbank.net
mailto:scholarship@psbank.net
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Thank you for taking the time to complete this brief statement regarding a candidate for the Prairie 

State Bank & Trust (PSB&T) Scholarship. PSB&T has established this scholarship to assist those from 
underrepresented populations in attending college. This form must be completed in its entirety to 

highlight the candidate’s academic and community achievements. Additional information may be 

attached. The scholarship committee may wish to contact you regarding the candidate. Please provide a 
daytime phone number and email where we can easily contact you. 

DEADLINE: APRIL 30th, 2022 

Candidate’s Name:    First  Last 

INSTRUCTIONS TO RECOMMENDER 

Please complete the bottom of this form and state below or on a separate sheet of paper your opinion 

of the Applicant’s character and potential for success in post-secondary education and chosen career, 
including why you believe the Applicant deserves this scholarship. Include in your narrative, how long 

and in what capacity you have known this candidate.  If you use a separate sheet of paper, please do 

not forget to submit this form. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation.  

Please type or print the following information: 

Name: Date: 

Signature: Position: 

Institution/Organization: 

Address: 

Please mail completed form and any additional pages to: 
Prairie State Bank & Trust c/o Scholarship Committee 

1361 Toronto Road, Springfield, IL 62712  
scholarship@psbank.net 
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